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Mr.  Mayor,  Aidermen  and  Councillors, 

I think  that  it  is  generally  agreed  that  the  service 
provided  by  the  local  authority,  and  related  to  the  public 
health,  which  must  take  priority  over  all  others  at  the  present 
time,  is  the  adequate  housing  of  its  residents.  The  Council 
has  made  tremendous  progress  in  the  past  year  in  this 
direction,  and  in  addition  has  extended  the  amenities  of  the 
town  by  the  development  of  the  Priory  Estate,  which  in  its 
own  way  will  contribute  to  the  well-being  of  the  townspeople. 
The  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  these  encouraging 
achievements  but  it  is  still  important  that  improvements  in 
the  basic  essential  services  should  be  kept  in  mind.  There 
are  of  course,  some  services  over  which  the  Council  has  no 
immediate  authority  now  that  so  many  of  these  have  passed 
to  the  larger  bodies,  such  as  the  County  Council,  Regional 
Hospital  Boards  and  Ministerial  Departments.  The  Council 
should  not  be  deterred  in  dealing  adequately  with  the  items 
remaining  under  its  control,  and  I hope  that  the  future  may 
see  improvement  in  such  important  items  as  water  supplies, 
refuse  collection  and  sewage  disposal.  There  are  refinements 
and  provisions  which  the  Council  could  make,  which  would 
further  benefit  the  community,  but  these  are  for  less  difficult 
times. 

I should  like  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for 
their  generous  assistance  during  the  year,  and  to  the  officials, 
in  particular  Mr.  Miles,  for  his  ever~ready  co-operation. 

I beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  REED, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1.  STATISTICS 
(jeiieral  Statistics. 

Area  in  acres  ...  3,311 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  1,411 

Estimated  mid-year  population  G,545 

Rateable  Value  ...  ^29,918 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  £117-3-5 

Yital  Statistics. 

Live  Births. 

TABLE  I. 


Number  of  Registered  Live  Births  1950 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

19 

28 

47 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Total 

21 

30 

51 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population — 7.79 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  England  and 
Wales — 15.8 

Still  Births.  No  still  births  were  recorded  during 
the  year. 

Infant  Mortality.  One  infant  death  occurred  below 
the  age  of  one  year,  the  result  of  congenital 
malformation. 

Deaths.  Number  of  Registered  Deaths  1950 

Male  Female  Total 

32  32  64 

Crude  Death  Kate  per  1,000  population— 9.7 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  England 
and  Wales— 11.6 
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Causes  of  Death. 

TABLE  II. 


Distribution  of  Deaths  by  Diseases. 


Male 


Diseases  of  Heart  14 

Diseases  of  Intracanial  Vessels  3 
Respiratory  Diseases  other 

than  Tuberculosis  3 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System  — 
Cancer  3 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  — 

Prematurity  2 

Accident  2 

Other  Causes  5 


TABLE  III. 


Female 

11 

6 

2 

4 

2 

1 
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Distribution  of  Ages  at  Death. 
Age  Male  Female 


0 — 1 month  — 1 

1 month  — 1 year  — — 

I year  — 10  years  — — 

II  — 20  years  — — 

21  — 40  years  1 3 

41  — 60  years  9 I 

61  — 70  years  7 o 

71  — 80  years  8 12 

81  — 90  years  6 8 

91  years  and  over  1 2 

Total—  32  32 


Total 

25 

9 

5 

7 

4 

3 

11 


Total 

I 


4 

10 

12 

20 

14 

3 

64 


The  vital  statistics  show  a marked  fall  in  the 
birth  rate  as  compared  with  1949,  which  was  recorded 
as  12.39  per  1,000  total  population.  The  Death 
Rate  has  shown  an  increase  over  last  year  which  was 
8.84,  and  is  due  largely  to  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  in  the  71 — 80  age  group.  In  both  cases 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  are  greater. 


II.  mEMl  PROVISI»\S  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  services  provided  by  the  County  Council 
showed  no  major  change  during  1950.  The 
ambulance  service,  manned  partly  by  employed  and 
partly  voluntary  personnel,  appeared  to  meet  its 
obligations  satisfactorily.  Kursing  services  were 
adequately  provided,  and  the  Home  Help  service 
continued  to  employ  four  home  helps  as  in  1949. 
The  average  attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  was  26.27. 

The  West  Cornwall  Hospital  Management 
Committee  instituted  a Consultant  Ante-Natal  and 
Gynaecological  clinic  in  Wadebridge,  which  is  a distinct 
improvement  on  previous  arrangements  necessitating 
visits  to  St.  Austell  or  Newquay.  There  was  still, 
however,  no  nearer  hospital  maternity  accommodation 
than  Redruth.  Deliveries  were  completed  en  route 
in  the  Ambulance  in  3 cases  from  the  area  during 
1950.  Maternity  accommodation  more  readily 
accessible  to  Bodmin  is  an  important  requirement. 

School  Health  Services. 

Premises.  There  were  no  major  changes  in  the 
buildings  in  the  schools  in  the  Borough.  Minor 
improvements  were  made  in  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, which  are  still  much  below  the  standard 
required.  Owing  to  the  persistently  unreliable 
sampling  results  of  the  towns  water  supply,  a 
recommendation  had  to  be  made  that  water  for 
drinking  purposes  should  be  boiled  before  use.  The 
reliability  of  supply  has  not  changed  and  there  has 
been  no  reason  to  modify  this  advice. 

Pupils.  250  children  in  the  elementary  schools 
were  examined  at  routine  inspection.  Of  these  only 
two  were  classified  as  of  poor  nutritional  condition. 
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Approximately  oae  fifth  were  regarded  as  good,  and 
the  remainder  of  average  physical  state.  Defects 
were  observed  in  71  children,  28  of  whom  required 
treatment.  184  children  were  re-inspected  for 
defects  previously  observed.  Canteen  and  milk 
supplies  were  suitably  provided  throughout  the  year. 

in.  SAXITARY  CIRCIMSTAXCES. 

AVator  Supplies. 

The  towns  water  supply  continued  to  cause 
anxiety  during  1950  particularly  in  relation  to 
quality.  Results  of  routine  samples  taken  in 
different  parts  of  the  town  are  given  in  Appendix  1. 
32  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
investigation  and  of  these  17  were  regarded  as 
unsatisfactory  fur  a piped  chlorinated  supply  and  13 
showed  evidence  of  excrernental  pollution  in  degrees 
from  moderate  to  severe  Permission  was  obtained 
from  the  Company  to  sample,  for  bacteriological 
purposes,  water  taken  from  the  various  intakes  All 
sources  showed  some  evidence  of  pollution,  one 
source  being  particularly  bad.  During  the  time  of 
sampling,  water  was  not  being  taken  from  this  source, 
which  is  evidently  used  when  supply  becomes 
deficient  in  quantity  The  results  of  sampling  are 
given  in  Appendix  11.  The  results  confirmed  the 
impressions  gained  in  1949  that  the  public  were 
not  given  adequate  safeguard  in  relation  to  their 
water  supply,  and  since  any  immediate  change  was 
unlikely,  the  Council  was  advised  that  the  public 
should  first  boil  water  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  report  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
an  appeal  to  the  Member  of  Parliament,  and  a visit 
to  the  Ministry,  produced  the  opinion  that  the  Water 
Company  should  acquire  water  from  the  Wadebridge 
De  Lank  scheme,  when  it  became  operative,  and 
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that  in  the  meantime  the  Ministry  would  ensure 
that  better  treatment  of  the  supply  was  obtained. 
Kesults  in  1951  have  not  confirmed  that  this  has 
yet  taken  effect. 

Apart  from  bacteriological  results  the  inadequacy 
of  treatment  is  reflected  in  the  recurrent  discoloration 
of  the  water  to  be  observed  in  different  parts  of  the 
town.  This  may  be  due  to  inadequate  filtration  and 
the  very  soft  quality  of  the  water  in  supply.  The 
quantity  of  water  was  generally  satisfactory 
throughout  the  town,  with  the  exception  of  the 
higher  levels  at  Launceston  Road,  where  shortages 
were  experienced. 

During  the  year  the  Water  Company  laid  new 
mains  in  Beacon  Road  and  Crinnicks  Hill. 

Sewerage. 

A new  sewer  was  laid  from  the  western  end 
of  Northey  Road  to  connect  with  Robartes  Road 
sewer,  and  a section  of  the  existing  sewer  at  the 
low^er  end  of  Robartes  Road  had  to  be  taken  up  and 
the  length  renewed  Several  manholes  were 
constructed  on  the  old  system,  which  is  very  deficient 
in  this  respect. 

Both  disposal  works  functioned  well  throughout 
the  year,  the  only  repairs  found  necessary  being  the 
renewal  of  the  valves  on  the  settlement  tanks  at 
Dragon  Pits  Works, 

Uefiise  Disposal. 

'i'he  controlled  tipping  at  Dragon  Pits  has 
continued  during  the  year  without  nuisance.  Ihe 
collection  of  domestic  refuse  was  adequately 
provided  but  the  standard  of  receptacle  used  by 
householders  was  still  poor.  Only  one  house  in  the 
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new  Beacon  estate  was  provided  with  a suitable 
receptacle.  The  Council  has  the  means  to  modify 
the  situation  but  representation  on  this  point  has 
not  met  with  much  enthusiasm. 

Kodeiit  Control. 

The  Council  employs  its  own  operator  and  this 
year  his  services  were  much  more  in  demand  by  the 
general  public.  No  major  infestation  was  reported 
in  the  town. 

Camping  Site. 

The  council  accepted  recommended  standards  of 
conditions  for  Camping  Sites  in  conformity  with 
other  authorities.  The  one  licensed  site  in  the 
Borough  was  conducted  throughout  the  year 


satisfactorily. 

Sanitary  Inspection. 

8uti)iiiary  of  Visits. 

Housing  Inspection  328 

Slaughterhouse  visits  64 

Shops  & Food  Preparing  Premises  58 

Dairies  5 

IV  HOCSIXG. 


The  Council  has  made  most  encouraging 
progress  in  its  Post-War  housing  programme.  The 
Councils  effort  reached  the  record  figure  of  48 
completed  dwellings  in  1950  with  a proportionate 
number  of  private  enterprise  dwellings  in  addition. 
The  application  of  the  ConnciPs  points  scheme  to 
allocation,  and  the  excellent  progress  have  enabled 
further  action  to  be  taken  against  the  most  serious 
of  the  many  unsuitable  dwellings  which  are  present 
in  the  Borough.  During  1950,  houses  were  dealt 
wdth  individually,  but  if  similar  progress  is  made  in 
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future  years,  it  should  not  be  so  long  before  a more 
comprehensive  policy  on  slum  clearance  could,  be 
adopted.  Thirteen  houses  were  represented  to  the 
Council  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  as  they 
became  unoccupied.  Tliey  were  dealt  with  under 
Section  II  Housing  Act  1936  and  demolition  orders 
were  applied  to  10,  and  undertakings  not  to  let  were 
obtained  in  2 cases.  These  properties  included  4 
houses  owned  by  the  Council. 

Repairs  to  houses  were  generally  secured  by 
the  service  of  informal  notice,  but  in  four  cases 
statutory  notices  had  to  be  applied,  with  satisfactory 
results  in  all  cases. 

V FOOD  A\D  DKIIGS. 

Milk  aid!  Dairies 

The  transfer  of  supervision  of  milk  producing 
premises  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
has  left  only  4.  distribution  premises  to  be  supervised 
by  the  Council.  The  standards  attained  are  low, 
largely  due  to  the  old  state  and  bad  arrangement  of 
the  buildings,  which  have  not  kept  pace  with  the 
improved  requirements  of  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations. 

Ice  Cream. 

Two  additional  premises  were  registered  during 
the  year  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  No  samples  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis. 

Slaughter  of  Animals. 

Some  minor  improvements  were  made  to  the 
slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  and  slaughtering 
was  carried  out  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  inspections 
made  : — 

TABLE  IV. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Bullocks  & Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

N umber  killed 

428 

267 

1,639 

26 

Number  inspected 

342 

145 

1,224 

19 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 
except  for  Tuberculosis 

8 

— 

14 

1 

Part  carcasses  condemned  for 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

74 

2 

43 

— 

Percentage  inspected  affected 
with  disease  or  injury  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

24 

1 

5 

5 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis 

7 

— 

— 

1 

Part  carcasses  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis 

0 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

4 

— 

— 

5 

Sampling. 

The  County  Council’s  inspectors  submitted  for 
analysis  21  samples  of  milk  and  12  of  other  foods. 
All  were  found  to  be  genuine,  and  no  cases  of 
adulteration  were  reported. 

0(her  Foods. 

There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  amount 
of  other  foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  the  total  amounting  to  488  items 
varying  from  single  tins  to  several  hundredweights 
of  fruit.  All  this  was  voluntarily  surrendered, 
which  may  be  an  indication  of  rising  standards 
set  by  the  retailers  themselves.  Improved 
standards  of  food  wrapping  have  become  apparent 


since  the  adoption  by  the  Council  of  the  new  food 
handling  bye-laws  during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Attempts  to  determine  to  what  extent  this 
existed  in  the  Borough  were  made  by  appeals  to  the 
general  practitioners.  One  case  only  was  notified. 


VI.  Prevalence  & Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

Notified  Diseases  during  1950. 


Dysentery  22 

Erysipelas  3 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

Typhoid  Fever  1 
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'the  Borough  was  again  comparatively  free  from 
notifiable  infectious  disease.  The  whole  of  the 
dysentery  occurred  in  inmates  of  St.  Lawrence's 
Hospital,  and  appears  to  be  of  the  Flexner  variety, 
not  commonly  met  in  the  civilian  population.  The 
single  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  in  a soldier  recently 
disembarked  from  the  Middle  East.  His  movements 
were  confined  to  the  Victoria  Barracks  and  no 
secondary  cases  were  reported.  The  Borough  was 
free  from  anterior  poliomyelitis,  in  spite  of  the 
proximity  of  cases  in  adjoining  districts. 


Tuberculosis 

Twelve  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
notified  to  the  Borough,  only  three  occurring  in  the 
residential  population.  The  remainder  occurred  in 
the  St.  Lawrence’s  Hospital.  Of  the  total,  8 were 
pulmonary  and  4 non-pulmonary.  The  following 
table  shows  the  changes  which  have  occurred  in  the 
register  during  the  year.  The  Council  has  continued 
to  give  careful  consideration  to  requests  for  re-housing 
in  relation  to  this  particular  problem.  No  statutory 
action  was  taken  against  any  person  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 


Notified  cases  at 
31.12.49 


Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary.  Total. 
Mule  Female  Male  Female 
12  16  3 2 33 


New  cas«s  notified 

during  1950  6 2 

Transfers  to  Bodmin 

1950  — 1 

Total  Entries  18  19 

Deaths  registered  — I 

Transfers  to  other 

Area  2 1 

Cured  and  Removed  3 3 

Total  removed  5 5 


1 3 12 

— 1 

4 5 46 

— I 

- 3 

-2  8 

2 12 


14 


Remaining  at 
31.12.50 


13 


4 


3 


34 
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APPENDIX  I. 


Boutine 

Water  Samples, 

1950. 

Date. 

Probable 

Coliform. 

Probable 
Faecal  Coli, 

Jan.  2nd,  1950 

1 

1 

23rd,  1950 

— 

— 

Feb.  2nd, 1950 

— 

— 

13th,  1950 

1 

— ' 

Mar.  7th,  1950 

— 

— 

17th,  1950 

— 

— 

15th,  1950 

1 

— 

Apr.  22nd,  1950 

— 

— 

May  18th,  1950 

— 

22nd,  1950 

8 

— 

29th,  1950 

30 

— 

June  9th,  1950 

1 

— 

30th,  1950 

— 

— - 

July  7th,  1950 

35 

1 

13th,  1950 

35 

11 

20th,  1950 

180+ 

180+ 

28th,  1950 

35 

35 

Aug.  2nd,  1950 

17 

1 

9th,  1950 

180+ 

180+ 

loth,  1950 

180+ 

I80t 

21st,  1950 

90 

90 

Sept.  4th,  1950 

90 

35 

8th,  1950 

50 

6 

Oct,  10th,  1950 

8 

3 

2nd,  1950 

3 

0 

14th,  1950 

— 

— 

20th,  1950 

— 

— 

30th,  1950 

— 

Nov.  15th,  1950 

— 

— 

29th,  1950 

14 

— 

Dec.  11th,  1950 

25 

1 

30th,  1950 

4 

14 


APPENDIX  II. 

Gathering  Ground  Samples,  1950. 


Source. 

Date. 

Probable 

Coliform. 

Probable 
Faecal  Coli. 

Spring  I 

Oct.  19th,  1950 

0 

0 

Spring  II. 

Oct.  19th,  1960 

1 

0 

Newton  Stream 

Oct.  19th,  1950 

180+ 

35 

Spring  I. 

Nov.  1st,  1950 

17 

0 

Spring  II. 

Nov.  1st,  1950 

25 

0 

Newton  Stream 

Nov.  1st,  1950 

180+ 

25 

Spring  I. 

Dec.  13th,  1950 

30 

25 

Spring  II. 

Dec.  13th,  1950 

14 

0 

Newton  Stream 

Dec.  13th,  1950 

160 

25 

I 
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